
1 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 
Messiah Newsletter 

1401 Peace Haven Road, Winston-Salem, NC  27104 

Phone: (336) 765-5961 Fax (336) 659-6642 

Email:  messiah1401@gmail.com 

Website:  www.messiahmoravian.org 
 

Staff 
    Jerry Harris,  Pastor      Kim Duncan, Preschool Office Manager 
    Barbara Shore, Preschool Director   Rickey D. Johnson, Music Director, Organist 
    Tracy Robinson, Office Manager   Mariano Lara, Custodian 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 
Rickey Johnson 
Dustin and Dayton Greene 
Elizabeth Combs 
Ranny Story 

Date 
02/03 
02/10 
02/17 
02/24 

Ushers 
Michael Cauthen, Jerry Colyer, Paul Hutcheson, Tom Mory 
John Combs, Bill Porter, Lee Smith, Jack Weaver 
Butch Pacula, John Petitto, Scott Schwenn, Gray Wilson 
Tim Davis, Dylan Davis, Jared Davis, Dustin Greene, Bryan Scott 
 

Date 
02/03 
02/10 
02/17 
02/24 

Nursery 
Jessica Lawson, Lillian Lawrence 
Jessica Lawson, Bryan Scott 
Jessica Lawson, Kiki Hutheson 
Jessica Lawson, Christine Suter 
 

Date 
02/03 
02/10 
02/17 
02/24 

Church Board 

Central Board 

Bryan Scott, Board of Trustees              David Dezern, Board of Elders 
 

Open Minds, Warm Hearts 

Dick Butler, Head Usher 
Jeff Thompson, Asst. Head Usher 
John Combs,  Cyndie Tomlin, Communion Acolytes 
David Dezern, Marilyn Stowers (sub), Becky Thompson, Sacristans 

Assistants in Worship 

David Dezern    (Worship Life, Church Growth) 
Paul Hutcheson   (Buildings and Grounds) 
Adrian Lawrence   (Stewardship and Finance) 
Jack Lawson   (Congregational Care, Fellowship) 
Claire Parrish   (Church Growth) 
Virginia Perry   (Christian Enrichment, Preschool) 
Savannah Pacula  (Buildings and Grounds, CE) 
Cameron Schwenn  (Outreach and Social Concerns) 
Gray Wilson    (Personnel, Chair)  

Monday, February 11 
6:30 PM 

Children’s Message 
Lynne Hanley-Butler 
Virginia Perry 
Dane Perry 
Elizabeth Bankson 
 

Date 
02/03 
02/10 
02/17 
02/24 

Greeters 
Roma and Linda Combs 
Tim and Mimi Davis 
Kitty Grubbs and Ann Sattenfield 
Janelle Frazier and John Petitto 

Lay Readers 
Lou Ann Pacula 
Dane Perry 
Bill Porter 
Francie Scott 
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SEEING 
 
 
Little can be known with certainty about the life of Mark the Ascetic.  The writings he left behind 
are believed to be from the early 5th century.  We think he lived in the desert as a hermit, but we 
do not know if this was in Palestine or in Egypt.  In the Orthodox Church, Mark is celebrated as a 
saint on March 5. 
 
He wrote short observations that have the character of proverbs.  In On the Spiritual Law he 
observes:  “When reading Holy Scriptures, he who is humble and engaged in spiritual work will 
apply everything to himself and not to someone else.”  This principle alone might save the church 
a lot of grief, not to mention those outside the church. 
 
“There is a breaking of the heart which is gentle and makes it deeply 
penitent, and there is a breaking which is violent and harmful, shattering it 
completely.”  Writing 1600 years after Mark, Parker Palmer observes, “. . 
.the heart can break in two quite different ways.  There’s the brittle heart 
that breaks into shards, shattering the one who suffers as it explodes, and 
sometimes taking others down when it’s thrown like a grenade at the 
ostensible source of its pain.” 

 
“Then there’s the supple heart, the one that breaks open, not apart, the one 
that can grow into greater capacity for the many forms of love.  Only the 
supple heart can hold suffering in a way that opens to new life.”  How our 
hearts break depends on the condition of our hearts as much as on whatever 
it is that precipitates the breaking.   
 
I have been contemplating the following 

observation of Mark the Ascetic:  “He who does not understand God’s 
judgments walks on a ridge like a knife-edge and is easily unbalanced 
by every puff of wind.  When praised, he exults; when criticized, he 
feels bitter.  When he feasts, he makes a pig of himself; and when he 
suffers hardship, he moans and groans.  When he understands, he 
shows off; and when he does not understand, he pretends that he does.  
When rich, he is boastful; and when in poverty, he plays the hypocrite.  
Gorged, he grows brazen; and when he fasts, he becomes arrogant.  
He quarrels with those who reprove him; and those who forgive him 
he regards as fools.” 
 
Rowan Williams calls this observation by Mark a description of pathological perception.  It is a 
seeing of everything and everyone only in relation to me and to my needs. To have our eyes 
opened, our heats need to be broken open, preferably gently.  The broken heart allows us to see 
our unexamined reactions for what they are, defenses against reality.   
 
Seeing clearly allows us to attune our lives to reality which bears fruit in worthwhile pursuits and 
life-giving relationships.   
 

Jerry Harris 
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Jon Hus Sunday School Class 

Adam Hamilton’s acclaimed commentary Seeing Grey in a World of 
Black and White has generated intense discussion and consideration 
among the members of the John Hus Study Group. We are mid-way 
through the book having read and considered topics such as “Will There 
be Hindus in Heaven” and the “Logic of Hell.” Because the book is 
focused on individual topics, constant attendance is not necessary. You need come only with 
an inquiring mind and willing spirit. All are welcome. 

Although the paperback edition of the book was published in 2012, the volume has become 
even more timely considering current events. The first third of the volume deals with the 
dichotomy in the American Christian religious scene; the second portion deals with the Bible 
and the often debated questions about the most published book in the world. Finally, Hamilton 
discusses American politics and ethics. Seeing Grey generates spirited and energetic 
discussions among the members. Join us Sunday mornings from 9:15 to 10:15. We meet in 
room 111 in the school wing of the Fellowship Hall – No, you don’t have to climb the stairs. 

Marshall Marvelli  

MUSINGS 

Muse, the name of the one of the nine sister-goddesses, the 
offspring of Zeus and Mnemosyne (memory), was regarded as 
the inspirer of learning and the arts, especially of poetry and 
music.  To muse, according to the OED, is to be absorbed in 
thought, to meditate continuously in silence, to ponder.  You will 
remember that Mary is said to have “pondered all these things in 
her heart.”   

To be bemused is to be utterly confused or muddled.  Again, 
Mary is pondering all these things in her heart because the 
message she has received from the angel is, to say the least, 
bemusing.     

To be amused is to be diverted, entertained, tickled.  We have little, okay, no evidence 
that Mary found her predicament amusing.  But I wonder if the angels did?   

The Bible is not without its amusing stories.  I like the one where Paul’s sermon goes on 
forever.  Eutychus, sitting in an open window, sunk into a deep sleep and fell out of the 
third floor window.  Paul, feeling responsible, raced down the steps to revive the young 
man.  More than one way to stop a preacher.   

On the second and fourth Sundays at 9:30 we will meet in the Parlor to muse upon, to be 
bemused and amused by, the stories assigned by the lectionary for our hearing in 
worship.  We will meet 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month.  Reading the stories ahead 
of time will give you a head start on the musing.  Join us for lively conversation and 
occasional inspiration.  
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Fall Elementary Sunday School 2018-19 

Elementary Sunday School 
for grades 1 through 5 are 
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
of each month.  We will 
meet on the playground to 
ut i l ize  the  outdoor 
classroom as long as it isn’t thundering or 
snowing, in which case, the class will meet 
in the second classroom on the left at the top 
of the stairs nearest the kitchen.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone ! 
February 10 The Mustard Seed   
   Bryan and Francie Scott 

February 24 The Leaven    
   Bryan and Francie Scott 

Salem Band “Bernstein Birthday Concert” 

Tuesday, February 05, 2019, 7:30 pm, 
Hanes Auditorium in the Elberson FAC, 
Salem College, Winston-Salem, FREE      

Join Salem Band for an 
evening of music by 
Leonard Bernstein as we 
celebrate 100 years of 
this great American 
composer. The program includes Bernstein 
favorites such as “Selections from ‘West Side 
Story,’” “Slava!,” “Overture to ‘Candide,’” 
“Make Our Garden Grow,” music from 
“Wonderful Town” and “Fancy Free,” and 
“Simple Song,” as well as music from 
“Gypsy,” “Into the Woods,” and “A Copland 
Tribute” by Bernstein’s friends and influences, 
Stephen Sondheim and Aaron Copland. 
Featuring vocal soloist and Salem College 
Professor Cristy Brown singing “I Feel a Song 
Coming On.” 

Established in 1771, Salem Band is the oldest, 
continuous mixed wind ensemble in the nation. 
Eileen Young, Music Director 
 www.salemband.org 

The Messiah Church 
Kitchen Needs You! 

As is often the case in 
church life, when 
people take on 

volunteer duties, there is no ‘get out’ 
clause. Such is the case for 2 or 3 people 
who have looked after the kitchen for 
years here. The duties are basically 
looking after the cleanliness of the 
kitchen as well as the set-up and take-
down of chairs/tables for church 
community meals. If we could get 5 or 6 
volunteers, then all of the effort won’t fall 
on 1 or 2 people. Please give this 
prayerful consideration. If interested, 
please contact me. Remember, this is your 
church.  On behalf of the Messiah Board 

http://www.salemband.org
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2019 Church 
Photo Directory 

 

The 2019 photo 
church directory 
is coming soon.  
If you have not done so and 
would like your picture in the 
directory, please get it to the 
church office by February 6.  If 
you need help, please contact 
me. 
 
If you want your photo directory 
in color, please let me know.  
Thanks, Tracy Robinson 

Aging Well 2019 Conference  

Saturday, March 30, 2019 | 9 am to 
1:15 pm at  
Trinity Moravian Church 

Only $15 which includes lunch ($10 for  pastors, educators, 
and students)  

Workshops to help people of faith address the challenges of 
aging! 

Workshops:  Celebrating the Story of You | Exploring Options 
for Senior Living | Missions for Seniors | Together through the 
Valley of the Shadow | Understanding Medicare | Working 
Movement into your Daily Routine  

More information, registration forms are available in the 
fellowship hall or you can print a registration form at:  
Moravian.Online/AgingWell 

Information Regarding the Organs at Messiah Moravian 
by Rickey D. Johnson 

First Chapter 
 

The Messiah Moravian Congregation dates back to 1951 when meetings were held in a vacant 
store on Robinhood Road. Music has always been an important part of the congregation at 
Messiah, and a Weaver Pump Organ was provided by Mrs. Bruce Plowman, a charter member of 
the congregation. That organ survives to this day, and although currently not in playing condition, 
may be found in the narthex of the church. The current church building was constructed in 1953, 
and a new two manual (two keyboards) electronic Baldwin Organ was purchased by the Women's 
Fellowship for the congregation. In 1964, the present sanctuary was constructed, and the organ 
was temporarily re-located into the new sanctuary.  The original architectural drawings for the 
sanctuary included space for a pipe organ to be installed in the choir loft/balcony area, and on June 
4, 1976 a contract for a new pipe organ to be built by the Steiner Organ Company of Louisville, 
Kentucky was executed. Dr. John S. Mueller, an organ professor at Salem College, and the UNC 
School of the Arts, and an internationally known specialist in tracker pipe organs, served as a 
consultant to the church.  When the present organ was completed and installed in the balcony area 
of the sanctuary, the Baldwin Electronic Organ was then donated to the First Moravian Church of 
Georgia for further service. 
 

The members of the Music and Worship Committee at the time of the organ procurement and 
installation were: 
Melvin Fulp, Chairman     Kathryn Price 
Ron Belton        Bill Price, III 
Beth Giljames        Graham Rights 
Richard Henderson      Ed Scott 
Margaret Leinbach Kolb     Mel Stocks 
Lisa Long        Ranny Story 
Sam Long        Homer Sutton 
Miriam McElveen      Martha Weaver 
 

Next Chapter:  All about the new organ and the dedicatory recital on June 18, 1978 
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"Laurel Ridge is a mountain place set apart for forming disciples of 
 Jesus Christ who live and learn in community to serve in the world." 

 New Retreat Offering at Laurel Ridge 
                       Winter Journey 
                   February 8-10, 2019 

Winter Journey at Higgins Lodge is a new event on the 2019 Laurel 
Ridge calendar.  This weekend retreat offers opportunities for 

spiritual formation and personal growth in what is often regarded as a dormant season of the 
year.   Participants will share fellowship, meals, and worship as a large group while breaking into 
three smaller program tracks.  The retreat schedule is balanced between programmed and un-
programmed time. 

Chris Giesler will lead a biblical studies tr ack on The Minor Prophets. Chr is is the Board 
of World Mission’s Director of Mission engagement and a Bishop of the Unity.  Jeff and Ann 
Dixon Coppage will lead a Couples Enrichment track.  Ann is a licensed professional 
counselor, and Jeff provides pastoral leadership to our Fairview Congregation.   David Harold 
will lead a Tai Chi for Wellness track.  Grounded in Christian theology and practice, David is 
well-established as a teacher of Tai Chi and Qigong in the Winston-Salem area.  Bill Gramley 
will serve as Devotional Leader for the weekend.  Bill continues to bless our church in his active 
retirement from an inspired career as an ordained minister. 

Tuition, Room, and 6 meals - Salem Wing: single occupancy: $210, double occupancy:$270 for 
two people, Bishop Wing: single occupancy: $190, double occupancy: $250 for two people  

Childcare:     $5 per child/per session (4 sessions) 

Moravian Music on the Mountain, February 22-24, 2019  
  

Music on the Mountain, a Moravian Music Weekend at Laurel Ridge Camp, Conference 
and Retreat Center. An oppor tunity to make music together , to worship, to learn, and to 
enjoy Moravian fellowship. There will be two tracks for participation, vocal and band (listeners 
welcome, too).  Registration includes lodging and meals and music. Instrumentalists, please 
bring a wire music stand. Brother Jim White, Choir Director of Raleigh Moravian Church – 
Choral Leader; Brother Robah Ogburn, Director of the Bethabara Band – Band Leader; Brother 
Dennis Rohn - Devotions 

Please contact Laurel Ridge for additional information or to register for either or both events at 
 (888) 831-5922 or (336) 359-2951  www.laurelridge.org   

 

Job Openings at Laurel Ridge 

Applications for Laurel Ridge Summer Positions Now Available.  We are seeking quality 
candidates to assist paid staff and volunteers to accomplish the Mission Statement of Laurel 
Ridge as a mountain place set apart for forming disciples of Jesus Christ who live and learn in 
community to serve in the world through the following positions: 

M-Staff Under the supervision of the Laurel Ridge Director, these employees work with the 
Facilities and Program Managers, to support the Camp Deans and volunteers (primarily at 
Summer Camp Facilities) through cleaning, maintenance, lawn care, program support and as a 
role models for campers. 

Mission Camp/Higgins Staff Under the supervision of the Laurel Ridge Assistant Director, these 

(Continued on page 7) 

blocked::blocked::http://www.laurelridge.org/
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Preschool News 

January was a COLD one but it did not stop us from having a great time experiencing a 
Winter Wonderland of FUN!  Even in the colder days, our children were outside all 
bundled up enjoying the beauty of fresh air.    

Our outreach project this month is Bandaids for Brenners.  Teaching our 
children to care and give to those in need can start now during the preschool 
years.  Our classes will be talking about “Filling Buckets of Kindness” for the 
children at our local children’s hospital. We want to help bring smiles to 
pediatric patient’s faces during difficult situations and unhappy times. Our 
preschool drive will run from February 1 - 14. We 
are looking for bandaids that have characters, fun 
designs, bright colors, etc.  We would love to have 
the church congregation partner with us in our 

Bandaids for Brenners Drive.  We will have a bucket in the fellowship hall 
on February 3 and 10 to collect the boxes of bandaids for anyone that would 
like to donate.  Thank you!  

Our Registration for the 2019-2020 school year is HERE!  During the month of February we will be 
giving tours to prospective families and registering current and new families.  For our church 
members, your child receives a 10% discount on tuition and also can enroll before we open to the 
public on February 25.  If you are interested in learning more, I would encourage you to sign up for a 
tour and then speak with the preschool on registering as a church member.  Tour sign up information 
is on our website at www.mmpreschool.org. 

Barbara Shore, Preschool Director 

employees work with the Facilities and Program Managers, to support the work of Mission 
Camps held at Higgins Lodge through program support, leadership of campers and volunteers in 
building relationships with homeowners and repairs to their properties. This staff also works 
with ALL other camps held at Higgins Lodge during the summer camping season. 

Mission Camp/Higgins Staff Interns Under the guidance of the Mission Camp Manager, interns 
will support the work of each camp held at Higgins Lodge.  These are single or multiple week 
paid positions, intended for high school students who have recently completed the 11th or 12th 
grade. 

Environmental Intern Under the guidance of the Program Manager and in support of the summer 
camp program themes, this position will lead the environmental education at Summer Camp 
property for both Moravian and rental camps as requested. 

* All summer staff applicants must be graduated from high school for at least one year and no 
older than 24 on June 1, 2019. 

Please go to our website for more information and to apply:  www.laurel ridge.org    
Tres Fordham, Director 
Laurel Ridge Camp, Conference and Retreat Center 
124 Pendry Drive 
Laurel Springs, NC 28644 
336-359-2951 ext.223 

(Continued from page 6) 

http://www.mmpreschool.org.
http://www.laurel%20ridge.org/
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Prayer Requested for:  Jerome Livengood, Cecil Price, Jo Bailey, Gene Johnson, 

Bob and Ruth Brandquist, Blake and Jody Yokley, June Cook, Nancy Boyles, Sylvia 
Hanley (Lynne Hanley Butler’s mother) 

Get Acquainted Time Host 

FEBRUARY:  Debra Scott 

  

Sanctuary Flowers 

If you would like to remember or 
honor someone with sanctuary 
flowers, please contact the church 
office at 336-765-5961 or by email 
at  messiah1401@gmail.com.  Next 
available date is March 24 and March 30.   

February Birthdays 

Worship Attendance 
 

 DECEMBER     2017    2018 
   1st Sunday         90  90 
   2nd Sunday       82    0 
   3rd Sunday       90  80 
   4th Sunday         0  92 

   5th Sunday           65      44 

 

  1 Ryan Sills 
  2 Quinn Bankson 
  3 Larry Foltz 
10 Jake Orbock 
11 Grace Combs 
13 Janelle Frazier 
13 Maureen Orbock 
14 Sherri Harris 
18 Stuart Punger 
18 Heath Punger 
18 Margaret Punger 
20 Robert Brandquist 
20 Davis Skorich 
22 Marianne Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24 Nora Bolling 
24 Ryan Aubuchon 
24 Ruth Brandquist 
24 Randy Speas 
24 Jessie Butler 
27 Aidan Cauthen 
27 Jerry Harris 

 

…that about a dozen 
North Carolina Moravians 
spent the week after 
Christmas in the Florida 
Keys? Far from being a 
“winter getaway,” their 
trip was an opportunity to 
get close to many who 

lost so much to the devastation of 
Hurricane Irma.  

They cleared debris, 
power-washed buildings 
to remove mold, moved 
large (and heavy!) 
quantities of sand, rebuilt 
damaged  fences, 
organized supplies, 
worshiped and prayed with local 
residents, and even shared Moravian 
sugar cake and Lovefeast candles! 
Florida Moravians provided meals and 
lodging for the team on its way to the 
mission site, and local lodging was 
provided by an Episcopal church in 
Marathon. 

Please continue to pray for all those 
affected by storms and pray that God will 
continue to send out servants to get 
close to those in need.  If you feel called 
to serve in Texas or the Virgin Islands, 
please contact Jill Kolodziej at
(jill@moravianmission.org).  

Teams forming now ! 

mailto:jill@moravianmission.org

